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It’s not all bad news on the land as Climate Friendly  

celebrates 15 years in business and carbon farming successes: 
Over 7 million tonnes in carbon abatement delivered to help tackle 

climate change, ensure new income streams support farmers diversify 
and build landscape resilience in Australia’s land sector 

 
On 6 October 2018, Climate Friendly celebrated 15 years in business and terrific carbon 
farming achievements, with a field day and gala night in Cunnamulla. Six thousand 
dollars was donated to the Royal Flying Doctors Service (RFDS), and a tertiary 
sustainable agriculture studies scholarship in the name of the late Wally Dunston was 
announced as part of the event.  
 
Carbon farming has given families and communities alternate revenue streams during a 
very tough time. “Carbon farming has injected fresh capital into our business and helped 
us to manage risk during the dry. In many ways it has helped us to manage the land the 
way we’ve always wanted to.  The carbon farming income has given me the confidence 
to provide full-time employment to a whole family to take the property forward, as well 
as provide local casual employment putting in new infrastructure” said Dick O’Connell, 
Yenloora Station, QLD. 
 
Freddy Sharpe, CEO Climate Friendly explained the 15th year celebration was held in 
the central mulga lands because Climate Friendly wanted to re-invest in the local 
economy and express its thanks to regional partners. “The contribution Climate Friendly 
is making to tackle climate change and build a more sustainable, resilient Australia land 
sector comes down to the actions of our partners on the ground, without them nothing 
would happen.” said Freddy.  
 
Mayor Lindsay Godfrey, Paroo Shire, welcomed Climate Friendly to Cunnamulla and 
congratulated the company on holding a successful field day and dinner. The Mayor 
conveyed his support for carbon based initiatives where a balance was achieved 
between carbon farming and sustainable agriculture. "Carbon farming is responsible for 
another stream of income into the shire, and has helped many landholders remain in 
business through what is one of the driest times in history", the Mayor said. 
 
Founded in 2003, Climate Friendly started selling carbon credits to help companies and 
individuals offset their emissions. But since 2013 when the Australian Government 
established the first land-based carbon farming methods, carbon farming has become 
the heart of the business. It offers a new opportunity to address climate change at 
scale, while also helping farmers, plantation managers, traditional owners and other 
agribusiness to unlock economic, social and environmental values through improved 
management of Australia’s vast land resources.  
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With 15 years of experience, Climate Friendly is now one of Australia’s largest, longest 
serving and most diversified carbon project developers. Farmers no longer need to lock 
up their land while they are reinvesting in it. The company helps its partners to assess 
which carbon farming methods might be suitable for their land, whether it be 
regeneration of native forests, improved plantation management, or other methods. It 
then advises carbon farmers on any changes in land management practices that are 
required on their properties to fit with their chosen method. Changes might include 
agreeing to stop the clearing of forest, to improve grazing management systems, or to 
convert short-rotation plantations to long-rotation plantations. Carbon farmers are then 
responsible for implementing these changes on the ground, with Climate Friendly 
continuing to assist them to manage, monitor, report and comply with a range of 
requirements throughout the project lifetime.  
 
Climate Friendly’s carbon farming project portfolio has already delivered over 7 million 
tonnes of carbon abatement and generated more than $85 million in new income for our 
carbon farmers. “The revenue generated so far has been transformational for many of 
our farmers in north-west NSW and south-west Queensland, helping them cope with 
drought and invest in property improvements and productivity gains across their 
agribusiness activities" says Josh Harris, Chief Operating Officer,  
Climate Friendly.   
 
Climate Friendly has established over 100 carbon farming partnerships, covering seven 
different project methods and five different Australia states or territories. The existing 
portfolio covers over 8 million hectares of land – and area the size of Italy – and is 
contracted to deliver around 40 million tonnes of carbon abatement to the Australia 
Government in their first 10 years of implementation. This is worth more than $450 
million to our carbon farmers. But we don’t plan to stop there – we are a profit for 
purpose business and we plan to scale up to deliver 100 million tonnes of abatement by 
2025."Through our partnerships with land managers, agribusiness, traditional owners 
we have already proven we can deliver carbon savings at scale – this is just the start, 
and we are looking forward to our next 15 years working with our carbon farmers to 
deliver a resilient Australian land sector for the long term"  says  Skye Glenday,  
Head of Business Development & Risk, Climate Friendly.  
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About Climate Friendly 

Climate Friendly is one of the largest and most experienced carbon project developers in 

Australia. We partner with land managers and traditional owners to unlock economic, social, and 
environmental value through improved management of Australia’s land. Climate Friendly is a 

profit-for-purpose business, with a target of reducing emissions by 20 million tonnes by 2020 and 

100 million tonnes by 2025.  

For more information about this event or Climate Friendly, please contact us via the above details 

or visit our website: https://www.climatefriendly.com  
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